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Findings from a Current Survey of Arab and Jewish Students:

Towards the Fall Semester 2024-2025
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Sample: September 2024
2024 (sosws) Jobil diead! sl

Survey period: September 2-12, 2024
Sampling Method: Online (Jews) and Field (Arabs)
Total Sample: 849. Arabs - 425; Jews - 424
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Arab and Jewish students feel that they can succeed in the
academic institution they attend, to a similar extent
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About two-thirds of
the Arab and Jewish
students strongly
agree that they can
succeed

4% %
Jews Arabs

In the academic institution | attend, | can succeed

@®@@® Stronglyagree @@® Somewhat agree Minimally agree

To what extent do you agree with the following statements?
Scale: (1- not at all, 6- very much). Grouped by: 1-2 minimally, 3-4 somewhat, 5-6 strongly.




Sense of belonging: Arab and Jewish students feel a similar
sense of belonging at the academic institution they attend
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About a third of the
Arab and Jewish
students strongly

agree that they feel a
sense of belonging

17% 12%
Jews Arabs

| feel a sense of belonging at the institution | attend

@®@@® Stronglyagree @@® Somewhat agree Minimally agree

To what extent do you agree with the following statements?
Scale: (1- not at all, 6- very much). Grouped by: 1-2 minimally, 3-4 somewhat, 5-6 strongly.




Fairness: Arab and Jewish students feel similarly that the academic
institution they attend will take the appropriate action in response
to incidents of threat, harassment or discrimination
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30%

About two-thirds of Arab
and Jewish students agree
minimally or somewhat
that the institution is fair 21% 25%

Jews Arabs

| believe that the institution | attend will take the appropriate action in
response to incidents of threat, harassment or discrimination

@®@@® Stronglyagree @@® Somewhat agree Minimally agree

To what extent do you agree with the following statements?
Scale: (1- not at all, 6- very much). Grouped by: 1-2 minimally, 3-4 somewhat, 5-6 strongly.




Voice: While in physical space the desire to speak about Jewish — Arab
relations is similar among Jewish and Arab students, the Arab students
express a greater desire to speak freely on social media
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compared with only a freely on issues relating

third of the Jewish to Jewish — Arab relations

students 27% 27% 26% 31% 28% 34% on campus and at the
workplace

About half the Arab
students strongly
desire to speak freely
on social media,

About a third of the Arab
and Jewish students
strongly desire to speak

Jews Arabs Jews Arabs Jews Arabs

In classrooms and on
campus

On social media At the workplace

To what extent would you like to speak freely in the following spaces about issues
relating to Jewish — Arab relations?

@ ® Strongly @ ® Somewhat Minimally

(1- not at all, 6- very much). Grouped by: 1-2 minimally, 3-4 somewhat, 5-6 strongly.



Voice: In all the spaces, including in classrooms and on the campus, Arab
students to a greater extent avoid speaking about Jewish — Arab relations
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About half the Arab
students strongly
avoid speaking
freely in all those
spaces, compared

29% 229% 37% 25% 29% 21% with about a third of
the Jewish students

Jews Arabs Jews Arabs Jews Arabs

On social media At the workplace In classrooms and on campus

To what extent do you avoid speaking freely in the following spaces
about subjects relating to Jewish — Arab relations?

@ ® Strongly @ ® Somewhat Minimally

(1- not at all, 6- very much). Grouped by: 1-2 minimally, 3-4 somewhat, 5-6 strongly.



Components of an inclusive campus are linked to students’
experiences of success, yet avoidance of speaking
out is perceived as a precondition for academic success
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expression, a key
value and an

//} //}I important goal in
//;I academia, it is

avoidance of speaking
out that is perceived

The greater the The more a student The more astudent | .. . o dition for
student’s sense of believes that the avoids speaking out | academicsuccess
belonging to the  institution will take action  about Jewish — Arab
institution against discrimination relations

The stronger the feeling of success at the
academic institution



Jewish students feel more anger, hate and fear, and feel less empathy,
toward Arab students compared with the way Arab students feel toward them
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1.0
Empathy Fear Hate Anger

® Arabs @ Jews

To what extent do you feel each of the following toward Arab/Jewish students?
Scale: (1- not at all, 6- very much).



Among Arab students, the intensity of feelings toward Jewish
students have not changed (in March 2024 there was a drop in empathy)
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Empathy Fear Hate Anger

September 24 ® March 24 @ November ‘23

To what extent do you feel each of the following toward Arab/Jewish students?
Scale: (1- not at all, 6 very much)



Among Jewish students, there was an increase (up again)
in levels of anger and hate toward Arab students
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2 2.5 2.8
™ 2.8 2.4
Empathy Fear Hate Anger

September 24 @® March 24 @ November ‘23

To what extent do you feel each of the following toward Arab/Jewish students?
Scale: (1- not at all, 6- very much)



Among Jews, students in the exact sciences feel less hate,
anger and fear
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3.6 3.5 3.8
3.0
2.5 I 2.4 23 2.4

Fear Hate Anger

® Therapeutic professions @ Education and teaching @ Exact sciences ® Humanities and social sciences

To what extent do you feel each of the following toward Arab students?
Scale: (1- not at all, 6- very much)




Among Jewish students, there was a small increase in the
willingness to socially interact with Arab students during the war
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Living in a dorm with Being friends with Working with Arab Participating in shared Studying with Arab
Arab students Arab students students in the same social activities for both students in the same
study group Jewish and Arab course or program of

students study

September 24 @® March 24 @ November ‘23

To what extent are you ready for each of the following possibilities on campus?
Scale: (1- not at all, 6- very much)




Among Arab students, there was a small increase in the willingness
to socially interact with Jewish students during the war
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Living in a dorm with Being friends with Working with Jewish Participating in shared Studying with Jewish
Jewish students Jewish students students in the same social activities for both students in the same
study group Jewish and Arab course or program of

students study
September 24 ® March 24 @ November ‘23

To what extent are you ready for each of the following possibilities on campus?
Scale: (1- not at all, 6- very much)




Among Jews, students in the exact sciences were more
willing to socially interact with Arab students
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Living in a dorm with Being friends with Working with Arab Participating in shared Studying with Arab
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study group Jewish and Arab students course or program of
study

® Therapeutic professions @ Education and teaching @ Exact sciences ® Humanities and social sciences

To what extent are you ready for each of the following possibilities on campus?
Scale: (1- not at all, 6- very much)




Among Arab and Jewish students, there was a greater frequency of positive
intergroup encounters,
but also a greater frequency of negative intergroup encounters
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higher among
Arab students
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2.7
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1.7 : positive and
negative
encounters is

Frequency of positive

Frequency of negative
encounters

Frequency of positive
encounters

Frequency of negative
encounters
Arabs

encounters
Jews

September 24 @ ® March 24 @ ® November ‘23

How frequently did you have positive encounters with Arabs/Jews on campus? (For example: frequently did you have positive encounters with Arabs/Jews on campus?
(For example: pleasant talk, studying/working together, helping one another, eating in a restaurant together); how frequently did you have negative encounters with
Arabs on campus? (For example: unpleasant conversation, offensive speech, argument, or physical violence, and so on); Scale: (1- not at all, 6- very frequently)




Among Jews and Arabs, the greater the frequency of positive intergroup encounters,
the stronger the sense of belonging to the academic institution, and the greater the
frequency of negative encounters, the weaker the sense of belonging to the academic institution

g o

LoSg c&ﬂa\ﬁ’\ w’f.oﬂ ;bﬁ)’\)ﬁ&fb J\Jj',g cC)LC}o.?mJ\ B, Mbu}’\ le )l 5J§9 C’JJD Lo.ScL..JJ.:J\g .35.@,3.“ B
duasdBYI deswo o) L0V yaads Carin cddudl Olel@ll 59 Cndl)yl

- 45 4.8
| 3-9 3.8 3.7
Jews Arabs Jews Arabs
Frequency of negative encounters Frequency of positive encounters
® ® High frequency @ ® Medium frequency Low frequency

In the 2" semester, how frequently did you have positive encounters with Arabs/Jews on campus? (For example: pleasant talk, studying/working together, helping one another,
being someone’s guest, eating in a restaurant together); how frequently did you have negative encounters with Arabs on campus? (For example: unpleasant conversation, offensive
speech, argument, or physical violence, and so on); Scale: (1- not at all, 6- very frequently)




Arab students are more likely to believe that inclusive norms
and activities at the academic institution will improve relations
between Jewish and Arab students on campus
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31%

26% 26% 26% About a third of

the Arab students

21%

16% 19% strongly believe in

12% interventions by

the institution,

compared with
one-tenth to one-
fifth of the Jewish

Training in intergroup Publicizing a website or Disseminating brochures or Encounters between Arab students
relations for the faculty and address for inquiries about pamphlets with rules of and Jewish students on
administration relations between Arabs discourse and documents campus
and Jews about free speech

® Arabs @ Jews

These days, academic institutions use different tools to improve relations between Arabs and Jews on campus. Please indicate for each of the following, the extent to which this
tool can improve the relations between Jewish and Arab students on campus; Scale: (1- not at all, 6- very much). Grouped by: 1-2 minimally, 3-4 somewhat, 5-6 strongly.




Towards the next academic year, Jewish students expect
lecturers to address the war in the classroom, while

Arab students expect them to avoid doing so
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About 60% of the
Jewish students
expect lecturers to
address the war
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66%

42%

Jews Arabs

Avoid addressing the war @ @ Address the war

About 70% of Arab
students expect
lecturers to avoid
addressing the war

How in your opinion should lecturers at the institution you attend address the war in the classroom?




Jewish students want lecturers to address the war, while Arab

students want them to address intergroup relations on campus
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24%
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H -10%
Expressing a clear Addressing Addressing relations
position on the war controversial issues between Arab and
related to the war Jewish students on
campus

® Arabs @ Jews

11%

-7%

Addressing the increasing
polarization between
supporters and opponents
of the government in the
context of the war

How in your opinion should lecturers at the institution you attend address the war in the classroom?

40%

Addressing emotional
experiences and
emotional support for
all students in the
context of the war




Towards the next academic year, most Jewish students expect the
academic institution’s leadership to address the war, whereas Arab
students are divided on the issue
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About 90% of Jewish
students expect the
academic institution’s
leadership to address
the war

50%

14%

Jews Arabs

Avoid addressing the war @ @ Address the war

How do you think the leadership of the institution you attend should address the war, in the classroom?




Towards the next academic year, Arab and Jewish students expect the
academic institution’s leadership to avoid addressing the political
discourse on social media

dww §adl B)13] (po (928 9% 39419 iyl OMallg ldUa)l ceolall L"wa...\.]\ el ol A8 ae
Sl ol gl Slug e (ouled) Olasdl ] Gladdl pie donsBY)

About two-thirds of the
Jewish and Arab students
expect the academic 66% 68%
institution’s leadership to
avoid addressing the political
discourse on social media

Jews Arabs

Avoid addressing the political discourse on social media @ Address the political discourse on social media

How in your opinion should the leadership of the academic institution you attend, address the matter of political discourse on social media?



In conclusion

* Arab and Jewish students feel, to a similar extent, that they can succeed
at the academic institution they attend. They also feel a similar sense of
belonging and fairness at the academic institution they attend.

* |n contrast, Arab students would like to express themselves more freely
on social media, and they more often avoid speaking out in the
classroom, on campus, and on social media.

* There is a correlation between intergroup encounters and a sense of
belonging and a correlation between the components of inclusion
(belonging, fairness, and voice) and a sense of success.

* The positive correlation between avoidance of speaking about Jewish —

Arab relations and academic success raises concerns regarding freedom
of speech in Israeli academic institutions.




In conclusion

 Thereis a small increase in the willingness of Jewish and Arab students
to socialize with the outgroup. There is also an increase in the
frequency of positive and negative encounters on campus for Jewish
and Arab students.

* Towards the coming academic year, Jewish students expect the
academic institution’s leadership and lecturers in the classrooms to
provide emotional support and express a clear position regarding the
war, whereas Arab students want the leadership and lecturers to deal
with relations between the groups.
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