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.81,0109719 .5NP NYUT MPON DIAN - NONIWYN NIANA DIWTNI DAY DYOY (919N 16,2018) 'T AT 1
https://www.idi.org.il/parliaments/22242/22263

2 Bar-Tal, D. (2004). Nature, Rationale, and Effectiveness of Education for Coexistence. Journal of Social Issues,
60(2), 253-271.

VUTIDNPNNN T2IN 9N ND1D :0HOWIN.0MY9D DAINAINTIIN NP'PN,IMNN NN NN .(2019) 'N 71N DN 3

MM DA HONIYA DTN, (1Y) 91PN .INN DDA TARDID'TAN (103719 9V W12 11N .(2000) 1 0%11'N TN 4
DNIYI N'NNANN NIMTAN PN 1DIRN :0HYIN.(152-133 'Dhy) "ROWIN 11vn")
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5 Van Bavel, J. J., Baicker, K., Boggio, P. S., Capraro, V., Cichocka, A., Cikara, M., ... & Willer, R. (2020). Using social
and behavioural science to support COVID-19 pandemic response. Nature Human Behaviour, 4, 460-471

NN YW DANN NTIPID NININTINI DRIN = NINIPN 1AW DY NNANA NINAP 2 D'oN'.(2020) 'y ,0M9'01 'p 5710 6
TPNTOIN :DHYIN.NMNANN
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Abstract

. Abstract

Israeli society is a divided society, characterized by tensions between different
social groups. These tensions, which have gradually deepened over the years, are
expressed by negative attitudes, hostility, intergroup distancing, and sometimes even
as violence between the groups in Israeli society. The influence of these divisions
is also apparent among adolescents from the different groups in Israel and poses a
significant challenge to those involved in shared society education. aChord - Social
Psychology for Social Change at Hebrew University promote equal, tolerant, and
respectful relations between different groups in Israeli society, utilizing professional,
advanced knowledge from the field of social psychology of intergroup relations.
The Center developed the Index for Shared Society Progress in Youth (ISSPY),
which measures youth perceptions on shared society in the four educational sectors
in Israel —secular-Jewish, religious-Jewish, ultra-Orthodox, and Arab. The Index
provides a current, comprehensive, and unique picture of intergroup relations as
expressed among Israeli youth and presents the socio-psychological barriers and
opportunities to advancing intergroup relations. Its goal is to establish informed
dialogue among key stakeholders in the field and to emphasize the pedagogical
and policy changes needed to promote effective shared society education.

ISSPY is based on the Ideal Graduate Model of Shared Society Education, developed
by aChord in conjunction with “Israeli Hope in Education”, the Ministry of Education,
and the Lautman Foundation, which defines the optimal perceptions and attitudes
that are desirable for graduates to hold so they can contribute to promoting equal,
tolerant and respectful relations between the groups in Israeli society. This revolutionary
model allows for both the simultaneous assessment of the progress of shared society
education in the four sectors, and for the drawing of relevant pedagogical goals
for classroom. The model is based on four components - social identity, tolerance,
sensitivity to inequality, and readiness for social closeness - and defines all of the
optimal perceptions and attitudes that Ideal Graduates of the educational system
should have in order to contribute to the advancement of respectful, tolerant, and
equal relations between the different groups in Israeli society. Educational activities
and curricula that are based on the model could significantly increase the effectivity
of the shared society education efforts that are implemented in classrooms today.
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The current Index is based on a survey conducted between May-July 2020. Data
was collected from 1,091 adolescents between the ages of 16-18 (grades 10-12
and ultra-Orthodox yeshiva students of parallel ages) in four national samplings
according to the four above-mentioned educational sectors. The Index examines the
attitudes, emotions, perceptions, and behaviors of the adolescents in the context of
shared society. 2020's Index also provides a longitudinal analysis of this progress,
as it refers to Index measurements from 2018 and 2019 which sampled data from
three of the four groups - secular Jews, religious Jews, and Arabs. In addition, the
study examines the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the relations between
the four groups.

Following are the main findings of the research, presented according to the four
components of the Ideal Graduate Model of Shared Society Education:

Social Identity Component

According to the Ideal Graduate Model, a sense of connection and belonging to the
collective Israeli group, coupled with a deep sense of belonging to their own particular
group, together provide an essential foundation for establishing partnership in
Israeli society. Our research found that secular-dewish and religious-Jewish youth
feel an optimal sense of connection to their particular groups and to the collective
Israeli group. In contrast, Arab adolescents report a weak sense of connection to
the collective Israeli group, suggesting a sense of alienation and distance from it.
Perhaps a mirror image of this finding, all Jewish adolescents expressed negative
attitudes and perceptions towards the Arab group - a fact which could testify to a
perception of these youth that excludes Arabs from the Israeli collective.

Tolerance Component

According to the Ideal Graduate Model, a tolerant, inclusive approach toward other
groups is a fundamental element in shared society education. In order to develop
tolerance, negative stereotypes and feelings of fear and hatred must be minimized.
The data shows that adolescents from all of the groups mark one other group as
the farthest one from their own, expressing negative stereotypical attitudes and
emotions toward that group. Secular-dewish and Arab adolescents mark the ultra-
Orthodox group, and religious-Jewish and ultra-Orthodox mark the Arab group as
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such. Indeed, about half of the ultra-Orthodox and religious-Jewish adolescents
reported negative stereotypes toward Arabs, and about half of the Arab adolescents
and slightly more than a third of the secular-Jewish adolescents reported negative
stereotypes toward the ultra-Orthodox. Anotherimportant and worrisome finding is
the very high levels of hatred among ultra-Orthodox and religious-Jewish adolescents
toward the Arab group.

Sensitivity to Inequality Component

The Ideal Graduate Model emphasizes the importance of recognizing inequality and
opposing discrimination in order to advance a shared society. The research found
that youth display a low level of awareness regarding discrimination toward groups
that they mark as the farthest from their own, and even express support of such
discrimination. A dangerous warning sign from the findings is that religious-Jewish
adolescents showed a high level of support for discrimination and for denying basic
rights of Arab citizens in Israel, such as the right to vote.

Readiness for Social Closeness Component

According to the Ideal Graduate Model, a necessary result of shared society education
is the willingness and motivation to forge relations with other groups. This is the
basis for establishing a society that encourages partnership between its members.
Alongside encouraging findings in this context among some of the groups, the data
demonstrates that ultra-Orthodox adolescents are less curious about learning about
other groups in Israeli society. Another important finding is the very low level of
willingness among Arab adolescents and ultra-Orthodox adolescents to participate
in joint activities now or in the future, as well as a very weak desire to generally
improve the relations.

Trends, 2018-2020

The study shows that during 2018-2020, there was slight improvement in the indices
of tolerance, sensitivity to inequality, and readiness for closeness with other groups,
particularly regarding the attitudes and perceptions toward the Arab and ultra-
Orthodox groups. While the report exposes a difficult reality, it also finds small and
encouraging changes that are indicative of progress in the right direction.

COVID-19 and Intergroup Relations

The findings show that phenomena of intolerance and sensitivity to inequality are
reflected in youth attitudes in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. The groups
perceived by the adolescents as posing the most severe health threat are the same
groups toward which the attitudes were already more stereotypical and negative.
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An especially concerning finding is the tendency to express less support for the
allocation of resources to these groups for their coping with the pandemic. These
findings emphasize the extent that negative attitudes and the lack of desire for
interaction with other groups can harm society and eventually impair its ability to
rise above crisis situations.

ISSPY findings depict a difficult and complicated reality regarding intergroup
relationshipsin Israel. The Index is the first attempt of its kind to identify the challenges
faced by those working towards education for shared society. Mapping the unique
psychological barriers for each component of the Model with respect to each group
in Israeli society is critical for shared society educators and must construct the basis
for education in this era.

Recommendations

Following are aChord’s recommendations for advancing education for shared society.
They are based on the both the Index findings and aChord’s Shared Society Education
Department experience in their work over the past four years.

The following are our main recommendations for educators, which emphasize
active steps that can be taken in the classroom to advance shared society education:

& Emphasis should be placed on promoting positive attitudes and emotions
toward the farthest groups, ultra-Orthodox Jews and Arabs, toward whom
the perceptions and attitudes are the most negative. To do so, efforts should
be made to minimize negative stereotypes toward both groups, to reduce
feelings of hatred and fear of the Arab group among all Jewish groups, and
to strengthen the notion that the Arab group is an integral part of Israeli
society.

¢ Shared society education activities are necessary for ultra-Orthodox and Arab
schools. In both sectors, itis important to help students develop a complex,
inclusive perception of identity that allows one identity to co-exist with
another and does not negate other social identities. In addition educators
must introduce authentic and meaningful discussions about inter-group
partnership in our shared society.

¢ In times of crisis, as during the Covid-19 pandemic, we must continue to
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promote shared society education. Inter-group tensions that are expressed
through negative perceptions and unwillingness to support different identity groups
during the crisis hinder our society’s ability to cope with the problem at large.

The following are our main recommendations for educational policy, that emphasize
system-wide measures that should be taken to establish optimal shared society
education in Israel:

¢ Establishing access to shared society content among all ages, in all subjects
and in all educational sectors, and allocation of the necessary budgets for this
purpose. We recommend the appointment of a Shared Society Education
Coordinatorin every school; the implementation of a designated curriculum
that willimpart knowledge and tools for a shared society from kindergarten
through 12*" grade; and the integration of shared society contents into all of
the subjects learned (including mathematics, linguistics, history, science,
and more); and the integration of shared society education concepts and
methods into teacher trainings and professional developments.

¢ Establishing the Ideal Graduate Model of Shared society Education as a
common educational goal for the entire educational system. This innovative
model allows educators to set concrete goals aimed at reducing perceptions,
emotions, and behaviors that hinder intergroup relations in Israel. Adopting the
model as an educational goal allow for the establishment of a common language
and coordinated efforts between all of the actors and stakeholders of the field.

¢ Continuing the consistent, annual measurement of youth perceptions and
attitudes regarding shared society education, thereby creating a knowledge
basis that will provide an accurate depiction of the state of shared society and its
progress over the years - a crucial component of effective fieldwork.

To conclude, the Index for Shared Society depicts a harsh reality regarding youth
perceptions of other groups, and the possibility of a constructive shared society in
Israel.

The findings of this report must serve as a wake-up call to all those involved in the
educational system. The recommendations in this report have the potential to instill
the foundation for effective shared society education, and we strongly advocate for
their implementation throughout the entire educational system.
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